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THE FALSE ALARM. 
By Mr. Martyn. 


OW fhort-fighted are the views of mortals, and how weak 

is the perfpective which attempts to throw lighton the 
dark fhade of futurity, and to open a profpect neceffarily 
bounded by the wifdom, as well asthe mercy, of the Great 
Difpofer of events ! 

In the fpring of the year 1777, General Harcourt was ap- 
pointed toa command in the Britifh army in America ; and, on 
hisjourney to Portfmouth, to embark for that continent, a flight 
indifpofition defained him a day at Petersfield. 

As he was whoily unaccompanied, he had paffed great partof 
the morning in writing letters to his numerous friends, and di- 
reftions to thofe who had the care of his affairs, for their cons 
duct in cafe of accident to a life which was about to be expofed 
to peculiar danger ; and ina difpofition foftened by thefe em- 
ployments, he rofe from his feat, and walked to the window, 
feeking for fome obje® to call off his attention from confider+ 
ations which, however natural, he did not think proper to oce 
cupy his mind, at a time when the welfare of his country, and 
his.own thirit for glory, had induced him to exchange eafe, af- 
fluence, and fafety, for toil, difficulty, and danger. 

He had not remained at the window above two minutes; be- 
fore he faw a very genteel young man, plainly but neatly drefled 
ina blue frock and white wailtcoat, goout of the fame ina 
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where he himfelf refted, and after paufing a few minutes, as if 

irrefolute which way to go, pais haftily down the ftreet on one 

fide, and after a very fhort ftay return as quickly on the other, 

and re-enter the inn, from whence he again fallied in five or fix 
- Minutes, and repeated his former courfe. 

Ccriofity, arifing from the difturbed and agitated air of this 
youth, induced the general to attend to his motionsfor an hour 
or two, during which time he had made fuch a number of thefe 
excurfions, and exhibited fuch figns of perturbation and diftrefs, 
that the general could no longer refift his inclination to gain fome 
intelligence which might account for this extraordinary behavi+ 
our; and he accordingly ordered his fervant to fummon the 
mafter of the houfe, under pretence of giving orders for his 


The hoft foon appeared ; and, after difpatching the leaft con- 
sential purt of his bufinefs, he made fome diftant enquiries of 
about his other gueft, but could obtain no other information, 
than that the geatleman came there late the preceding evening 
on a poft-horfe, had appeared at fome times thoughtful, and at 
others diflurbed, and'made no mention of hisintention to de. 
part, and had jult ordered his dinner. 
After a moment’s confideration, General Harcourt charged 
his hoft with a meflage to the young gentleman, purporting.that 
fellow-traveller, detained by indt{pofition, and quite alone, 
would efteem it asa favour if he would partake of his chicken 
with him; an invitation which was readily accepted ; and Mr. 
Mandeville, the name by which he had defired to be announced, 
entered foon after the apartment of General Harcourt, and ex- 
préffed his thanks for the honour conferred on him, and his ap- 
pologies for his difiabille, in terms which would have interefted 
the worthy general ftrongly in his favour, if he had not at firit 
fight received an imprefijon which needed no other prepof- 
iefjiion. 

As the converfation naturally turned on the journey of each, 
and that fubjeCt drew from the general a full account of his 
de‘tination, it icemed incumbent on the young traveller to be 
equally communicative ; but he rather avoided aa explanation, 
thoagh he appeared more embarraffed than referved, and to want 
that encouragement which was kindly given by the general, in 
aflurances, that thovgh he thought not to extort from him any 
circumfance which he might think it pradent to conceal, yet 
that, if his apparent anxiety arofe from any of the common dif- 
appointments of life, he might fafely unbofom himfelf roa man, 
who, having fhared in the calamities of human nature, hada 
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heart to feel, and at leaft to pity, the diltrefs which he was une 
able to relieve ; 

Thus foothed, Mr. Mandeville informed his kind companion, 
that he was a friendlefs orphan, who had been deprived of both 
his parents at avery early period of his life; that he had been 
liberally educated by a fifter of his father, who he had alfo very 
lately the misfortune to lofe; that the care of his perfon, and 
the very fcanty remains of his father’s fortunes, had, at her 
death, devolved on her’s and his father’s elder brother, who wa$ 
a country {quire of little underftanding, and lefs humanity, and 
who had placed him, againft his inclination, to learn a p ofef 
fion which he abhorred, and had abfolutely forbid him to think 
of any other way of life, on the pain of withdrawing from him 
his protection ; that notwithftanding his total diflike of his fitu- 
ation, he fhould have perfevered in his endeavours to conquer 
this averfion, but that a hopelefs love-entanglement had made it 
neceflary for him to quit at once the object of his paffion, and 
the feat of his diffatisfaction ; and that he was now on the 

ream, doubtful what courfe to fteer ; but inclined and thus far 
on his way to Portfmouth, to enter into the fervice of his country 
as a private foldier or failor ; to either of which ftations he had 
much rather fubmit, than put a cruel reitrainton his inclinations 
on the one hand, or iavolve the objec of his paffion in his 
diftreffes on the other. 

This communication, the truth of which the general found 
not the leaft reafon te doubt, induced him to become at once the 
patron and protector of the unfortunate youth. He told him, 
he applauded his refolutions, as the efforts of a virtuous mind, 
though, perhaps, the generality of the world would not be ready 
to fubfcribe to his prudence ; that he had too much delicacy to 
ak for farther particulars, and would even decline enquiring 
what part of the kingdom he had left; that he would immedi- 
diately procure him a pair of colours in theregiment he was about 
to join ; and as he doubted not but his conduct would juftify his 
recoma:endation, he would from time to time affift in his pro- 
motion as opportunity offered, and his merit demanded, 

Penetrated with gratitude at an offer which led to the gratifi- 
cation of every wilh of his heart, he attempted to unburden his 
overflowing foul, and to pay the tribute of thanks to his kind, 
his benevolent benefaor ; but he was only eloquent in tears, 
and his endeavours were exhautted in the broken and incoherent 
expreffions of ** Father !—Friend !—and Meflenger of Heaven!” 
—A language more delightful to the ears of the brave and ge- 
ngrous Harcourt, than all the powers of oratory, aided by the 
uimoft graces of elocution. 

fe He 





| 


op eer ee utente gti eect 


Smesnehteeae een 





eenretecaetee es 7 





48 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


He accordingly embarked with his protector, who liberally 
fupplied him with every neceffary for his voyage ; and joining 
the Britith forces on the continent of America, he continued to 
ferve there for two years, wita unblemithed reputation ; his pub- 
lic conduét reconimending him to the notice of his {uperior of. 
ficers, and his private character procuring him univerfal regard 
and efleem. At the expiration of this time, General Harcourt 
preparing to return to England, on accountof his health, which 
had been impaired by a dangerous wound, which had never been 
completely cured, he obtained leave of abfence for Mr. Man- 
deville ; who was become fo dear to him, that he could not bear 
to be ceprived of his company, at a time when his fpirits, 
which always appeared to labour under fome particular weight, 
were peculiarly depreffed from bodily infirmity, and the chearful 
and enlivening converfation of his youthful and lefs affeéted 
brother in adverfity, and his grateful and affectionate perfonal 
care, were fo neceffary to alleviate the diftreffes of his mind, and 
the pains of indifpofition. 

In the courfe of the voyage to England, after a night of un- 
ufual reftleffnefs, during which he had been attended with the 
moft watchful folicitude by his young companion and friend, Ge. 
neral Harcourt took an opportunity of mingling with the ten- 
dereft expreflions of approbation, fome hints of the caufes of his 
own mental uneafinefs; and finding Mr. Mandeville eagerly 
though diffidently anxious for a moie explicit communication, 
he gave him the following fhort fketch of his hittory. 

‘Lhat he was only fon of a private gentleman of large for- 
tune, whofe fondnefs had prevented his parting with him, even 
for the perpofes of education, which he received from a private 
tutor in his father’s houle, till he was of a proper age to be fent 
to the univerfity—that he there contracted an intimacy with the 
fon of a clergyman ; and viliting with him at his father’s, he 
fell in love with his friend’s only filter ; and, after offering her 
marriage privately, and engaging himfelf to her by the mait fo- 
Jemn ties, fhe, in a moment of tendernefs, furrendered to him 
that virtue which he was bound to prote¢t—that his amos* was 
very ioon difcovered by his father, who compelled him co ac- 
cept Gf a commiffion in a regiment thea embarking for the Katt 
Indies, where he had remained but little more than three years 
before he was imformed that his wife (for fo he had ever etteemed 
her) bad paid the debt of mature, together with an infant fon, 
who had been bora a few months after his departure—that the 
Jetters which conveyed this intelligence contained alfo an invi- 
tation to him to return, and he accordingly procured leave of 
abfence from his regiment, but, on his arrival ia England, found 

that 
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that his father had been dead fome months ; and having now 
no attachment, he determined to purfue a military life; and 
purchafing foperior rank in a regiment ftationed in America, he 
took his paflage for that continent in a veffel which carried fe. 
veral other paffengers, and among them a young woman with 
whom he formed aconne¢tion, & who had brought him a daughter ; 
but as he had great reafon to difapprove the conduct of the 
mother, they had parted, and fhe had fince married ; though he 
had charged himéelf with the care of the child, who was aboat 
feventeen, beautiful in her perfon, and of difpofition truly 
amiable—that he had never got over the impreffion of his firit 
love, nor found it poflible to fupprefs an idea that the fruit of 
that unhappy affe€tion had furvived its unfortunate mother— 
that he had, however, in vain fought to difcover his exiftence ; 
and was now returning to England to retire to the feat of his 
anceftors, and to fpend the remainder of a life, which, froma 
combination of mental and corporeal injuries, feemed drawing 
toa period, in the enjoyment of thofe comforts which he mighz 
derive from the converfation of his darling daughter, and in 
providing for her fuch an eitablifament as might extend his care 
of her happinefs beyond the period of his diffolution—that on 
his arrival in England, he fhould {pend fome months in London, 
for the neceflary purpofes of arranging his concerns; and 
fhould immediately fend to his Annabella, who had never yet 
known the name fhe was in future to bear, and whote education 
he had entrufted toa worthy and excelleat woman at N=, 


[To be concluded iz our next.] 





Further Extraés from the Travels of the Marquis de Chaf= 
tellux in North America; containing fome Particulars res 
Jpecting feveral of the moft eminent Characters in the 
United States. 

[Continued from Page 64] 


ACCOUNT.OF GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
T length, after riding two miles along the right flank of 
the army, and after pafling thick woodson the night, I 
tound myfelf in afmall piain, where I faw an handfome farm 5 
a (mall camp which feemed to cover it, a large tent extended in 


the court, and feveral waggous reund it, convinced me that this 
was 
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washis Excellency’s quarter ; for it is thus Mr. Wafhington is 
called in the army and throughout America. 

M. de la Fayette was in converfation with a tall man, five 
feet nine inches high ‘about five feet ten inches and a half 
Englith), of anoble and mild countenance. It was the General 
himfelf, I was foon off horfeback, and near him. The come 
pliments were fhort ; the fentiments with which I was animated, 
and the good withes he teftified for me, were not equivocal, He 
condudted me to his houfe, where I found the company ftill at 
table, although the dinner had been long over. He prefented 
me tothe Generals Knox, Waine, Howe, &c. and to his fae 
mily, then compofed of Colonels Hamilton and Tilgman, his 
Secretaries, and his Aides de Camp, and of Major Gibbs, com. 
mander of the guards ; for in England and America the Aides 
de Camp, Acjutants, and other officers attached to the General, 
form whatis called his family. 

A frefh dinner was prepared for me and mine ; and the pres 
fent was prolonged tokeep me company. A few glaffes of cla- 
ret and Madeira accelerated the acquaintances I had to make, 
and | foon found mytelf at my eafe ncar the greatefl and the 
beft of men. The gocdnefs and benevolence which charac. 
terize him, are evident from every thing about him; bot the 
confidence he gives birth to, never occafions improper fami-« 
arity; for the fentiment he infpires has the fame origin in 
every individual, a profound efleem for his virtues, and a high 
opinion of his talents, 

About nine o'clock the General Officers withdrew to their 
quarters, which were all at aconfiderable diitance; bat as the 
General wifhed me to ftay in his own houfe, I remained fome 
time with him, after which he conduéted me to the chamber 
prepared for my Aides de Camp and me. ‘This chamber occa- 
pied the tourth part of his lodgings; he apwlogized to me for 
the little room he bad at his difpofal, but always with a noble 
politenefs, which was neither complimentary nor troublefome. 

At nine the next morning they informed me that his Excel. 
Jeney was Confe cown into the parlour, This room ferved at 
once as an audience chamber and dining-room. 1 immediately 
went to wait on him, and found break fait prepared. 

Lord Stirling had come to breakfaft with us. He is one of 
the oldefl Major Generals in the army ; his birth, his titles, and 
pretty extenlive property has given him more importance in 
America than his talents could ever have acquired him. ‘The 
tide of Lord, which was refufed him in England, is not here 
contefied with him. He claimed this title from inheritance, 
and went to Europe to fupport his preteafions, but without fuce 
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cefs, A partof hiseftate has been diflipated by the war, and 
by his tafte for expence ; he is accufed of liking the table and 
the bottle full as much as becomes a Lord, but more than bee 
comesa General. He is brave, but without capacity, and has 
not been fortunate in the different commands with which he has 
been entrufted. He was made prifoner at the affur of Long 
Ifland. In June, 1777, he got intoa fcrape at Elizabeth Town, 
whilf General Wathington made head againit 20,000 Enngiifa 
on the heights of Middlebrook ; he there loft 2 or 300 men, 

and 3 pieces of cannon. At Brandywine he commanded the 
right of the army, or rather the body of troops defeated by 
Cornwallis; but on all thefe occafions he difplayed g great per- 
fonal courage and firmnefs. I converfed a long time with him, 
aod found himto be a fenfible man, not ill infor ned of the afe 
fairs of hiscountry. He is old, and rather dull; but with alt 
this, he will a to ferve, becaule the employmeat, thoug’ 
not lucrative, helps to repai ralictle the diforder in his affair is 5 
and not having quitted the fervice fince the beginning of the 
war, he has, at leaft, zeal and feniYority in his favour. ‘Thas he 
wil 1 retain thecommand of the firft line, to which his rank ene 
titles him ; but care wili be takea not to employ him on parti- 
cular expeditions. 





ANECDOTES OF AN AMERICAN. 
MR. SAMUEL ADAMS, Deputy for Maffachufets Bay 


not at this dinner, but on rifing from table I went to fee 
When I entered his room, I found him fefe-a-tete with a 
girl of 15, who was preparing his tea; but we fhall 
fcandalized at this, on confidering that he is at leaft 60. Every 
body i in Europe knows s, that he was one of the prime movers cf 
the prefert revolation. | experienced in his company the fatis- 
faction one rarely has in the world, nay even on the t 
finding the perfon of the actor correfponding with the charac- 
ter he performs, In him, I fawamanw rapped up yal - odie, 
who panies {pok e but to give a good opinion of his caufe, and s 
high idea of his country. His fimple and fromal exter 
feemed intended as a contra(t to the energy and extent of h 
ideas, which were wholly turned towards the republic, and Ir 
nothing of their warmth by being expreffed with method an 
precifion, Asan army marching towards the enemy, he has nat 
a le{s determined air for obfzrving the laws of tactics. 

Amongtt many faéts he cited in honour of his country, all 
mention one which merits to be tranfinitted to potterity: Tws 
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young foldiers had deferted from the army, and returned to their 
father’s houfe. The father, incenfed at this action, loaded them 
with irons, and conduéted them himfelf to their General, Lord 
Stirling. He did what every other officer would have done in 
his place, he pardoned them. The father, as patriotic, but lefs 
auftere than a Roman, was happy to preferve his children ; ne- 
verthelefs he feemed aftonifhed, and approaching the General; 
** My Lord (fays he, with tears in his eyes), it is more than I 
hoped for.” 





ASSEMBLY AT PHILADELPHIA, 


THE affembly, or fub{cription ball, of which [ muft give an 
account, may here be properly introduced. At Philadelphia, as 
at London, Bath, Spa, &c. there are places appropriated for the 
young peopleto dance in, and where thofe whom that amufe- 
ment does not fiit, play at different games of cards ; but at Phi- 
ladelphia, games of commerce are alone allowed. A manager, 
or mafter of the ceremonies, prefides at thefe methodical amufe- 
ments; he prefents to the gentlemen and ladies, dancers, billets 
folded up, containing each a number; thus fate decides the 
male or female partner for the whole evening, All the dances 
are previoufly arranged,and the dancers are called in their turns. 
‘Thefe dances, like the toafts we drink at table, have fome re- 
lation fo politics: one is called ** The Succefs of the Cam- 
paign ;” another, ‘* The Defeat of Burgoyne ;” and a third, 
**« Clinton’s Retreat.” The managers are generally chofen 
from amongft the.mof diftinguifhed officers of the army, ‘This 
important place is at prefent held by Colonel Wilkinfon, who 
is alfo Clothier-General of the army. 

Colonel Mitchell, a little, fat, fquat man, 50 years old, a 
great judge of horfes, and who was lately Contra¢tor for Car- 
tiages, both for the American and French armies, was formerly 
the manager ; but when I faw him, he had defcended from the 
magiftracy, and danced like a private citizen. He is faid to 
have exercifed his office with great feverity, and it is told of him, 
that a young lady who was figuring away in a country dance, 
having forgot her turn by converfing with a friend, he came up 
to her, and called out aloud, ‘* Give over, Milfs; take care 
what youare about; do you think you come here for your plea 
fure ?” 

The affembly I went to, on leaving Mr. Wilfon, was the 
fecond of the winter. I was apprifed that it would be neither 
numerous nor brilliant ; for at Philadelphia, as at Paris, the bet 
company 
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company feldom go to the balls before Chriftmas. On enter- 
ing the room, however, I found twenty or five and twenty 
ladies ready for dancing. It was whifpered me, that having 
heard a preat deal of the Vicomte de Nozilfes, and the Comre 
de Damas, they were come with the hopes of .haviag them for 
partners; but they were compleatly difapointed, thofe gentle. 
men having fetout that-very mornings I fhould have been dif- 
appointed alfo, had I expeéted to fee pretty women. 1 here 
were only two paflable, one of whom, called Mifs Footman, was 
rather contraband ; that is-to fay, fafpetted of not being a very 
good Whig; for the Tory ladies are publicly excluded from 
this aflembly. I washere prefented to a ridiculous enough pers 
fonage, but who plays her part in the town; a Mif3 Viny, ceic~ 
brated for her edquetry, her wit, and her farcaitic difpofition : 
fhe is 30, and does notfeem onthe point of marriage. In the 
mean time fhe applies .red, white, blue, and all poffible colours, 
affects au extraordinary mode of drefling her hair and perfon, 
anda flaunch Whig in every point, the fets no bounds to her 
liberty. 





An ANECOD OT E 


HEN Sir Robert Walpole began to manifelt fymptoms 

, of a declining power, the firlt of his old friends who 
began to fhrink from him were the Bifhops; having, however, 
a queftion'to carry in the Houfe of Lords, to the fuccets of which 
the epifcopal yotes were effentially requifite, he appiied to his 
firm and faithful friend the Archbifhop of York, to aifill him ia 
procuring the fupport of the Right Reverend Bench.—The 
Prelate fhook his head when the Minifter urged the necellity of 
perfonal application. ‘* My good friend (faid he) there is bat 
one way to proceed with my Right Reverend Brethren, and you 
may be affured I will pat it in prattice. ‘Trouble yourfelf oo 
further about the matter, aod be.as fecore of their votes as if 
they had already given them.”’—=-The Minilter went away pere 
feétly fatisfied, and the Archbifhop took immediately to bis bed, 
ordered the knocker tobe tied up,. the flreet to be covered witit 
flraw, and defiréd his confidential Phyfician to convey, by throgs 
of his thoulders and. fhakes of hisshead, that he was in very 
great edanger. The ficknefs of the Archbifhop was fooa 
kgownthe archiepifcopal mitre danced before the Right 
Reverend Bench—-the Bitho, , returned to miniiterial duty—vir 
Robert Walpole gained-his end-and the fick Archbilhop, oa 
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i being informed of his fuccefs, immediately quitted his fick-bed, 
aa). || in order to dine with the Minifter, and laugh in rheir fleeves at 
yi the trick they had put upon /awz fleeves, 








Hi || ODE ON VALENTINE’s MORNING, 
Hh | To MIR 4. 
| | IRA, behold the infant year 
In time’s inceffant tide 


ii) Rolls on, and bids the morn appear, 
yi The early feafon’s pride. 





Ev’n now®* the feather’d warblers meet, 
Though leafiefs is the grove ; 

They join in ev'ry clofe retreat, 
And facrifice to love. 


That love, begun in early prime, 
Shall, in fucceeding {pring, 

Nors’d by our happy, temp’rate clime, 
A beauteous offspring bring, 


Whole notes, my fair, with joy thall hear, 
Sweet warbling from each thade ; 
While nature hails the rip’ning year, 
In all its charms difplay’d. 





To thefe the Heav’n the fummers give, 
Though fhort the feafons be; 

Yet full of mirth and joy they live, . 
From: haman frailties free. 


They live to love that tender brood 


They nourith with delight, 7 
And joy to bring the younglings food 

In vernal mornings bright, n 

P 

The guardian faint that rules this day, LE 

To am’rous vows a friend, u 

Commands love’s precepts to obey, a 


And at his altar bend. 
What 
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* It isa received notion that the birds couple on the 14th of Februarys 
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What though the piercing wintry blaft 
Still from the north fhould blow ; 

What though the tkies are overcatt, 
The fields ftill white with fnow ; 


Yet ftill returning {pring thall yield 
Her frefh and grateful bloom, 

And o’er each bleak and rugged mead 
Wild flow’rs fhall thed sale. 


Thefe hedges, now fo rough and bare, 
Shall fmilein early {pring, 

And warbling many a tunetul air, 
The thrufh and linnet fing. 


The fan that now fcarce warms the earth, 
Or gilds the ruffet plain, 

Shall give a thoufand beauties birth 
In {ummer’s ardent reiga. 


Mean while, howe’er the tkies may frown, 
Or tempeft low’r from high, 

With love let us the moments crown, 
And ev’ry care defy. 


May I but this day’s with poffefs, 
Let Mira fair be mine! 
So fhall I ever hail and blefs 
The day of Valentine, 
CORYLAS. 





Aw AN ECODOT E 


HEN the late Mr. Maurice Suckling was a young man, 

he was remarkable for a foppifhnels of drefg and effe- 

minacy of manners, which rendered him extremely ridiculous, 
particularly among his brother tars, who gave him the appel« 
lation of Fine Bones. However, the anecdote we are goinz ta 
relate of him affords a ftriking inftance, that naval men are not 
always to be judged of by appearances. When a Suck 
ling commanded a fhip under the late Commodore Foreit, they 
were cruifing, three in company, off the ifland of Hifpaniola, 
when being obferved by five French thips of fupesios force then 
Uz lying 
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lying off Cape Francois,they immediately got under weigh,with 
a view of captaring the Britith (hips. The Commodore judged 
it advifable to make the fignal for the, other thips to come 
within hale, in order that he might confalt their Captains on 
what was beft to bedone.. The brave Suckling without hefi- 
tation replied, ‘* Why engage them tobefure.” This fo much 
attonifhed the fhip’s company, that they voluntarily gave Fine 
Bones three hearty, cheers.-—He then called his Firt Lieutenant 
tohim, and faid, ** Sir, Lam feafible there are many reflec. 
tions and prejudices againft my character ; if therefore any part 
of my conduét, during the approaching engagement, fhould be. 
tray the leaft marks of impropriety or fear, I defire you will 
fend me forthwith below deck, and take the command of the 
fhip.”’ In fhort, Captain Suckling hehaved with the dtmoft in. 
trepidity thoughoat the ation ; and this little fquadron gave 
the haughty Monfieurs fo fevere a drubbing, that they returned 
in the moft fhattered condition,to the great. mortification of the 
inhabitants of Hifpaniola, who had prepared a grand enter. 
tainment for the reception of the Britifh prifoners, Commoe 
core Foreft’s {quadron had fearcely a malt ftanding when they 
put into port. 





To the PRINT ER, 


SIR, 


F the toilowing be confiftent with the plan of your Enter. 
tainer, I fhould be glad to fee it inferted. 


A Friend to Truth and Decency. 





A HINT TO MOTHERS. 


FONDNESS of drefs and a defire to excel others in elegance 
of form is well knowa to be a ruling paflion in the female breatt ; 
it is difcoverable in the early featon of childhood, when each 
endeavours to ornament her doll or arrange her trinkets with the 
greateft pomp and parade. From colls and playthings, the 
tranfision is quiek and fudden to their own perfons 5 they foon 
difeover an apcent defire to appear in a! the extravagancies of 
the reigning ‘fafhion— Such a dyes is quite geatcel? Mils 
Sach-an- one, whois fo much, admired, by every buc),.wears It, 
and fhe-kaows all. tae new fafaions.” we 
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The mother is importuned to buy fuch a thing for her daugh- 
ter, and if fhe feems unwilling (which I fear is too feldom the 
cafe,) every art is made ufe of, (and the fair fex are generally 
pofleffed of perfuafives even in the days of childhood) to pres 
vail on her to confent; and who can refift fuch moving elo- 
quence, flowing, as their’s is, from the heart : The fond mother 
confeats now, but determines (probably) that the will comply 
no more: elated with fucceis the little girl acquires more refo- 
lution, and it is well, if the mother is ever after able to deny her 
daughter any fafhionable abfurdity while fhe is able to pure 
chale it. 

The confequence of this is, the girl wholly attentiveto the 
ornaments of her perfon, drefling her hair, or adjufticg her 
tucker, neglects the valuable acquifitions of ufeful knowledge. 
She arrives indeed to the ftature of a Woman, and may be ade 
mired by coxcombs, but is altogether deftitute of ceconomy, 
neatnefs, and that amiable modelty, which are the only qualifi- 
cations that render woman worthy of attention and refpect. 

If the giddy creature happens to meet with a perfon of the 
other fex caually fuperficial with herfelf, and wo is not verfed 
in thofe vices which profligates valug themfelves fo much upon, 
perhaps fhe might be married ; but how anfic muit {uch an one, 
be to difcharge the duties of a wife ! Can we expe economy 
from. her who has waited her time, the moft valuable of all 
talents, in decking of her outfide? When the family is increafed 
with children, who can fuppofe that fhe can keep two or three 
children neat and decent, whofe time has always been wholly 
taken up in drefling himfelf ? I mean to confine my obfervations 
to the middle rank of people ; in high life, mothers cannot 
pollibly attend to fuch triflesas domeftic duties ; vifits and routs, 
and plays and fuch important bufinefs engrofs all their time and 
attention. Can the inftil into the minds ot children principles 
of virtue, who never fufpected that they were neceffary to form 
the moral character? Ic will be in vain to look tor economy, 
neatnefs, or rational morality, much lefs any of the Chriftiaa 
virtses in fuch a family. On the contrary, diforcer, flutti{hacis 
and mifery muft be the certain attendants of fuch a wife. Should 
the unfortunate maiden, initead of making as it is called a cou 
quelt, coquet all her youth in vain, which is often the cafe ; as 
ihe advances in years, itung with difappointment, aod dettitute 
of every means of pafling her time comfortably, the becomes 
an intolerable burthen to herfelfand others, and perhaps it is 
well for her, if fhe goes down to the grave before old age ap- 
proaches, 

Thus 
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Thus it too frequently happens, that the miftaken fondnefs of 
the mother, proves to be the means of the ruin of her daughe 
ters, and thofe with whom fhe may be conneéted in fociety.— 
Had the mother when firft folicited, pointed out the variety and 
evil tendency of thewy drefs, had the informed her daughter, 
that neatnefs is true elegance, and that induftry, ceconomy, and 
that modefty which will ever accompaoy Chriftian humility, are 
the qualities which form the only fure foundation of her prefent 
and future happinefs: had fhe reftrained her daughter’s defires, 
and confined them within the bounds of moderation, fhe would 
bave rendered her a bleffing to fociety ;. if fhe entered into the 
matrimonial life, her hufband and children would love and ho 
wour her; if the remained fingle, the would always be able to 
derive fatisfa€tion from her mental ftores, and the affiftance and 
fociety of chofe friends whom her amiable qualities neceflarily 
enfure. 

It frequently happens, that there is fome female relation of 
the family, who by her miftaken kindnefs and prepofterous in. 
dulgence, makes herfelf as it were the oracle of the little ones, 
If they doamifs, (andit is well known that children very often 
do things which they fhould not) and the parent chides them ; 
coufin immediately excufes the fault, ** the child did not know 
any better,” “it is but a child ;” ‘* what can be expected from 
fach a child.” Trifling as thefe expreffions may feem, they 
render reproof totally ufelefs, make the minds of children 
averfe to inflruétion, and by little and little quite deftroy the 
parent’s authority. Bot this is not all, the child wants fome- 
thing new ; the mother does not think it neceflary ; coufin is 
applied to. ‘Why fore Mifs Harriet Such-an-one has it, 
and it will coft but a triffe ; every body wears it now, and Lam 
fure that Betfy is as careful of her clothes,as any child can be ; 
befides Mifs Harriot’s mother has tuld me that fhe thinks it is 2 
souch cheaper drefs than ever fhe had before.”—-The mother is 
prevailed upon by the argumentsof the coufin, and fothe child 
goes forward to ruin. 

As Mifs advances in years the feels ftronger defires for the 
reigning fafhions, and io all difficulties applies to coufin ; coufia 

revails with mother to employ the mantua-maker or milliner 3 
and thould the expence of altering the drefs, exceed what coufin 
thinks mother is willing to pay, Milfs’ is inftruéted to conceal 
part of the charge, and pay it out of her pocket allowance. 
Perhaps the child ai firlt hefitates to play the cheat, but the pru- 
dent relation tells her that, it is betrer to lay out her money in 
ciothes.than in apples or fweetmeats. ‘Thus the love of truth, 
and abhorrence of talfhhood, which are the natural inmates of 
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the haman heart, are imperceptibly eradicated, till by degrees 
the child, like her feducer, is loft to every noble fentiment of 
truth and finceritv. 

Tis from women we derives the chief pleafures of fociety = 
all the domeftic joys have their fource in woman: their com- 
pany gives a relifh and a colour pleafing or difgufting to all the 
enjoyments of life; it is of the utmoft importance therefore 
that they be carefully educated ; and fince education of daagh- 
ters is in a pecoliar manner the duty of mothers, it is hoped that 
any other apology fur che foregoing hints will be deemed ua- 


neceflary. 





Ax AN ECD O T .&. 


IS Majefly greatly diverts himfelf with the appellation be- 
ftowed on him of Farmer George. At dinner, at Neon- 
ham, the feat of Lord Harcourt, he related an incident in the 
neighbourhood of Windfor. Walkiog out early in the mora- 
ing, he met a fellow driving a flock of very fine fhee>. His 
Majeity, ftrack with their appearance, afked him if they were to 
be fold.—** No,” faid the fellow chourlifhly.—** Where are you 
going with them?”—=—=** To Farmer George’s,” faid the fellow. 
— Farmer George,” faid the King, ‘* who is Farmer George? 
Ithought I knew every farmer in this neighbourhood,”’— 
** Why don’t you know Farmer George, mun? He lives im 
thick great houfe (pointing to the cattle); they call un the 
King, but we call un nothing but Farmer George.”—The King 
laughed heartily, and wifhed the fellow a good day. 





Axn ANECODOT E. 


APTAIN PHILLIPS, the Commander in Chief of the 

expedition to Botany Bay, was feveral years in the Porte- 
gueze fervice, and obtained no fmall degree of reputation from 
the following incident :—Being employed about five years diace 
to carry out with him 400 criminals from Lifbon to the Brazils, 
during the courfe of the voyage an epidemical diftemper broke 
out on board his fhip, which made fuch havoc, that he had not 
hands {fufficient to navigate her. In this dilemma he called up 
the moft fpirited of the tranfports, and told them his fituation, 


and that if they would affiit in conducting the veffel, and keep 
their 
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their companions in order, he would reprefent their behaviour 
to the Court of Lifbon, and do alfin his power to get their fen. 
tence mitigated.—-This fpeech had the defired effe& ; the pri- 
foners ated with fidelity, and brought the fhip fafe to Buenos 
Ayres, where they were delivered into the cuftody of the gar. 
rifon ; and on Captain Phillips’s return to Lifbon, and repre. 
fenting the meritorious conduct of the tranfports, they were not 
only emancipated from their flavery, but had fmall portions of 
land allotted them in that delightful country. 





BON MO T. 


ONS. DE CHATEAUNEUF at the ave of nine years 

was prefented to a Bifhop, who faid to him, ‘* My young 
friend, tell me where God is, and I will give you an orange,”—= 
** My Lord (replied the child), tell me where Be is not, andI 
will give you two.” 





An Account of the Inftitution of the Order of the Cincinnati 


in America. 
[From the New Annual Regifter for 1785] 


REAT praife was undoubtedly due to the moderate and 
G peaceable fpirit with which the officers and foldiers of the 
army feparated in the clofe of the year 1733. Incapable of fa- 
tisfying their juft demands, the States had every thing to fear 
from that peremptory and untemporifing fpirit which is ufually 
the fruit of a confiderable feries of military fervice. Bat, 
though they merited much commendation, by thus giving to the 
character of citizens a decifive preponderance over the cha- 
racter of foldiers, there was, however, one meafure in which 
they ‘were engaged, which was more queftionable and ambiga- 
ous in its nature. This was the inftitution.of the celebrated 
order of the Cincinnati. 

The inftroment of their affociation is dated at Annapolis, on 
the 2if of Nov.1783. The perfons, of whom the order was 
to be compofed, were the officers who had ferved in the Ames 
rican army daring the war. The order was made hereditary to 


them and their eldeft male pofterity ; and, in failure of fuch 


pofterity, in the collateral branches, who might be judged 
worthy of becoming its fupportersand members. Other citl 
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zens of the American States were made capable of being re- 
ceived as honorary members, but for their lives only, and with 
an exprefs provifion, that their number in each State fhould not 
exceed the proportion of . one to four of the officers, and their 
defcendants. 

The fociety were to hold general meetings, in their refpective 
States, and meetings of particulardiftrits. The fate meetings 
were to take place once in 12 months, and the'general meetings 
at leaft once in three years. The profeffed objects of the foe 
ciety were, to yield an inceffant attention to preferve inviolaté 
the rights and liberties of human nature; to difplay an unal- 
terable determination to promote and cherifh between the re 
fpective States, a fpirit of union and national honour ; and to 
render permanent, particalarly by acts of fubftantial bencficence, 
the cordial affe&tion fabfiling among the officers. For this pur- 
pofe, each member was to fub{cribe one month of his pay to the 
general treafury ; and this fund was to be increafed by do- 
nations, which might be made as weil by perfons not of the fo- 
ciety, as by its immediate members. The intereit of this money 
only, was to be expended in acts of charity. The fociety was to 
be diftinguifhed by an order of gold, fufpended by a deep blue 
ribbon, edged with white, emblematical of the union of Ame« 
rica and France, The officers of the French army ferving in 
America were made honorary members, General Wafhington, 
fo early as the month of October 1783, fubicribes himfelf pre- 
fident of the order of the Cincinnati. 

Never perhaps was a foundation more deep and lefs equivocal 
Jaid for a new order ir the ftate, than in the inttrament we have 
defcribed. ‘This felf-created body extended its exiltence over 
every partof America ; affumed early the peculiar and tremen- 
dous privilege of hereditary honour ; avowed forme of its prin- 
cipal objects to be political and collected influence ; and, ia 
fine, adopted the moft known and infallible fource of power in 
the creation of a fund, always to be increafing, and never to be 
alienated. It can fcarcely be imagined, that a plan fo deep, fo 
direct, and fo digetted, could be formed at hazard, and not pro- 
ceed from the invention of a fagacious mind, that perfectly vv- 
derftood the effectshe was about to produce. It is aftonithinz, 
that, in the United States of America, where all honorary ticles 
were prohibited ; where they had forbidden their fubjects co 
accept of the compliment of knighthood from a foreign tlate ; 
that fuch an inftitution fhould have paffed in filence, It is won- 
derful that many American Officers, and particularly the il- 
luftrious Wafhington, whofe integrity was unquellionable, aud 
whofe characterittic quality had ever been warinefs and caution, 
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fhould have been deceived in a bufinefs of fo extreme magni. 
tude. His conduét, in this affair, is perhaps the only blot that 
can be fixed upon the character of this venerable hero. It is 
impofiible, however, wholly to exculpate him. If he underftood 
the tendency of his condutt, his ideas of liberty muft have been 
lefs pore and elevated than they have been reprefented to be ; 
and if he rufhed into the meafure blindfold, he muft be ftill con. 
fidered as wanting, in fome degree, that penetration and prefence 
of mind fo neceflary fo complete his character, 

T he perfon to whom the honour was deftined of awakening 
and enlightening his wan upon this important fubjeét, was 
Zé danus Burke, one of the Chief Juftices of the States of South 
Carolina. A pampblet was publithed by this gentleman foon 
after the original introcu€tion of the order, in which he il- 
Juttrated al! the il! confequences that might be expetted to refult 
fromit. If the Americans had been cold and fupine in the firt 
injlance, it was, however, eafy to awaken their public fpirit into 
patriotic jealoufy. No fooner was the idea of danger ftarted, 
than the impreflion flew with the utmoft rapidity through the 
whole continent. 

Early in 1734, the provinces of Pennfylvania and Maffachu- 
fets ceclared the inititution unjattifiable, and their refolution to 
difcountenance it. The province of Rhode Ifland even went to 
e length of eonulling the privileges of all the fubjects of its 
tate, who fhould be members of this fociety, and declaring 
them incapable of any office under Government. In con{es 
quence of the alarm that was taken, the Cincinnati, in their firt 
general meeting convened at Philadelphia on the 3d of May 
1784, thoug bt proper to new-model the inftitution of their fo- 
ciety. They profeffed to withdraw the claim of hereditary ho. 
nour ; to dilclaim all interference with political fubjects ; and to 
place their funds under the immediate cognizance of the feveral 
Legiflatures, through the medium of a general charter. They 
helitated not to relinguifh every thing of their new conftitution, 
except their perfonal friendthips, of which they could not be die 
velted, and the acts of beneficence, which‘it was their intention 
fhould flow from them. With thefe profeffions, however, they 
retained their funds, their general meetings, and their ribbons, 
it remains for the wifdom of the Legiilatures to decide, or 
for experience to demonilrate, how far thefe circumftances keep 
alive tne danger that was originally apprehended. 
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Anfwer, by T. Sleeman, of Plymouth-Dock, to F. Colling’s 
Queftion, inferted Fanuary i. 


ER trig. as radius ; 94°: tangent 15° 8’ : 25.42 fas 
Pp thoms, the height required, ; : sg: 


*t* We have received the Jike anfwer from J. Whit- 
combe, of Plymouth; J. Davis, of Tavyton ;. J. Efford, 
of Chudleigh ; T. Allaire, of Chard; J. Beck, at Mr. 
Quant’s {choo), Hinton St. George; J. Pickford, of So- 
merton s and M, Thomas, of Eaft Coker. 





Anfwer, by W. Goodden, of Somerton, to F. Quant’s enigmatical 
Lift of Precious Stones, inferted Ofober 30. 


1. Bezoar. 4» Ruby. 
2. Pearl. 5- Agate. 
3» Diamond, 6. Cornelian. 


§l§ We have received the like anfwer from Hercules, of 
Chudleigh. 





Anfwer, by F. Wheeler, of St, Auftle, to Amicus’s Rebus, inferted 
December 11. 


HAT you, my dear Sir, for your puzzle did chufe, 
If 1’m not miftaken, is CLIO the mufe. 


+$+ We have received the like anfwer from J. Webber, 
of Mr. White’s School, Chard. 





Anfuer, by F. Bafeerville, of Plymouth, to Amicus’s Charade, 
inferted December 11. 


CAMBRIDGE foon ’twill call to mind; 
The whole now rendered compleat, 
Points out where learning has a feat. 


t8t We have received the like anfwer from W. Goodden, 


of Somerton ; and Cleon, of Eaft Coker. 
X 2 4 QUESTION, 


Y Cai firft and fecond being join’d, 
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4 QUESTION, by F. Whitcombe, of Plymouth. 


ON the 4th of May, 1786, at a certain place in the 

Weftern Ocean, the fun’s altitude fome time in the 
forenoon was obferved and found (after allowing for ree 
fractions, depth of horizon, &c.) = 30°; and 4 hours 
after its true altitude was found = §4% Required the 
Jatitude of the place at the firft obfervation, and alfo at 
the fecond, the fhip running on the N. by W. rumb, at 
the rate of 10 knots an hour ; alfo a method for folving 
all queftions of ‘a Jike nature. 





4n ANAGRAM, 6y Fohu Widgery, of Plymouth, 


RANSPOSE a look, and from it fhew, 
The fource whence all your riches flow. 





4 CHARADE, 4y W. Cory, of Cranborne, 


Kitchen utenfil you fir muft fied, 
That when in ufe excites the mind, 

And oft times in an hungry cafe 
Diftorts the mufcles of your face. 
Your grandeft part, when join’d thereto, 
Will quickly bring a place to view, 
Where fhips at anchor fafely ride, 
And ftem the torrents of the tide. 





A REBUS, by W. Drewe, of Exeter. 


N Indian reed I beg you’ll firft difplay, 
That’s often to be feen with Richard Gay ; 
Unveil a prophet’s name, that did foretell 
The defolation that on Edom fell ; 
An ancient city next you muft define, 
That doth for learning moft con{picuous thine ; 
A potent fage now Jaft muft be deicried, 
Waoo’er this-ifle with honour doth prefide. 
Take the initials and cement them right, 
A Britith hero will appear in fight, M 
44g 
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Who fell a facrifice to {pite and rage, 
When in a glorious caufe he wasengag’d. 





the His deeds demand your higheft notes of praife, 
he And ought to have a monument of bays. 

[ee 

rg mn 

he 4n ENIGMA, 4y C. C. near Taunton, 

at 

at TTEND, ye gents, unto our harmlefs tale, 

i ! Who always dwell in yonder pleafant vale ; 


Know that our parent is kind mother earth ; 
We're tumbled forth ten thoufand at a birth, 


And in our prime we fpend the lovely {pring 

In harmony, while thrufh and blackbird fing ; 
Behold us now in different colours clad, 

Green, white, and yellow—none of us look fad. 


But oh, alas! a dreary change is nigh ; 
In all our glory we’re condemn’d to die 
By cruel men, who, harden’d by our fate, 
Sweep all away from this our happy ftate. 


With force of arms, and with dread weapons keen, 
And fiercely bent, they vent on us their fpleen: ~ 
: No fympathetic tears with them abound 

Till they have laid us even with the ground, 





Nor ftop they here, but on this happy plain 
They get together a moft numerous train ; 
With mirth and jollity both one and all 
Rejoice and fing at this our lonefome fall. 


When they on us their with have fatisfied, 

No longer in this ftate mult we abide ; 

Away to fome dull place we’re forc’d with care, 
Our youthful beauty’s loft—another name we bear. 


PEEP PEP eS PP ee ee ep 


Our corre/pondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffes, See 
are desired to pay the poftage of their letters ; and thofe who do not 
mul not expect to fee what they fendinferted. 


POETRY, 
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Ode, by the Reverend F. Black. 


OW fiercely drives the rattling hail ! 
How loudly blows the bluftering wind ; 

Now deep and diftant founds the gale, 

And with its murmurs fooths the mind ; 
Anon a whiftling found prevails ; 

Irregular by fits it roars, 
With boifterous force the houfe affails, 

And fhakes with jarring noife the windows and the doors. 


Yet why, my Maia, why that tear? 
Why hangs that gloom upon thy mind? 
Abroad the ftorm may rage, but here 
We’re fafe, my love, from hail or wind. 
You think, perhaps, of thofe at fea, 
Or wretches wreck’d on fricndlefs fhore ; 
For foft‘compaffion dwells with thee, 
And others griefs oft wound thy tender breaft full fore. 





Or {pring thy forrows from within, 
From fources deeper and more near ? 
Not, fram the ftorm’s external din, 
¢But from thine own foreboding fear ? 
‘Dread’ft, thou left we fhould ever feel 
Want’s chilling blafts and freezing power ? 
Say, can mankind. theipbofoms fteel 
*Gainf thofe who thivering ftand, beneath affliction’s fhower ? 


What though our pittance be but fmall, ‘ 
And helplefs babes look up for bread ; 

The Providence that cares for all, 
A table for us ftill will fpread. 

Should 
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Should we become difeafe’s prey, 
And in our veins fierce fever rage ; 
Our languid hearts blefs’d hope will ftay, 
And with {weet cordial drops thefe cruel ills affuage, 


Should e’er a gloomy doubt arife 
Of our Almighty Father’s care ; 
Let us reflect—He’s good and wife ; 
And knows what ftate we beft can bear, 
Though darknefs may enwrap the fky, 
And neither fun or ftars be feen, 
Still they purfue their courfe on high, 
Nor can the darkeft clouds a long while intervene. 


In fummer oft the tender lower 
Hangs its fair head, furcharg’d with rain ; 
But foon the fun’s enlivening power, 
Unfolds its beauties all again ; 
And e’en the fhowers that weigh it down, 
Freth vigour to the ftem beftow ; , 
Thus then, if Heaven or fmile or frown, 
Some good to man may {pring alike from joy or woe. 





t67 
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ON PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY. 


HEN fortune’s fmiling, and in {plendour ftands, 
Surrounded then with friends on every hand, 
Their-fqueezing fawning compliments will pais, 
When purfe is tall and you’ve a chearful glafs ; 
Butif you fail, with woe I now relate, 
Contempt and fcorn will certain be your fate, 
And then all friendfhip’s quite ftruck out of date. 
When I could treat, ’twas who could vifit me, 
But now I’m poor I am no company ; 
And‘if once more I fhould in {plencour rife, 
All Low d’ye dos I muft and will defpife : 
For time to come thefe meafures 1’1! purfue, 
And hid farewell to that falfe Low d’ye do. 
Happy’s the man (it is my ferious thought) 
That toils in life, and to fome labour taught ; 
For if misfortunes fhould but him attend, 
Then with his hands he can himfelf befriend, 
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But if men fail of honour and great fame, 
They cannot dig, to beg would be a thame. 
This kind advice to all I’ll recommend, 
All learn to labour ere your fubftance {pend. 
SAMUEL PORKER, 
Bridgewater, February 1, 1787+ 





ON A MISER. 
[Communicated by J. MAcEy, of Rattery.] 


N tatter’d houfe, not far from town, 
Once dwelt an aged fire, 
Whofe rigid face wore envy’s frown, 
Old rags his chief attire. 


His thoughts on gold ran all the day, 
His dreams by night the fame ; 
None e’er afk’d alms but went away 
As though they ne’er had came. 


His bags were fill’d with thining ore, 
His barns with mufty grain ; 

The fcheming thoughts-of gaining more 
Oft gave his bofom pain. 


But thieves broke in one fatal night, 
And ftole away fome pelf ; 

Gripus for once did what was right, 
Dire&tly hang’d himfelf. 








ADDRESS TO THE NIGHTINGALE. 


Written by Peter Pinvar, £7. 
Set to Mufic by Mr. Jackson, of Exeter. 


ONE minftrel of the moon-light hour, 
Who charm’ft the folitary plain ; 
I penfive haunt the fecret bow’r 
That echoes to the mournful ftrain. 


How foothing is the voice of woe 
To me, whom love has doom’d to pine ! 

For midit the founds that plaintive flow, 

I hear my forrows melt with thine. 
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